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1. KOREA FIELD TRIP PROVISIONAL ITINERARY – 2021 
 

Time 

Day 0 

July 11  

(Sunday) 

Day 1 

July 12 

(Monday) 

Day 2 

July 13 

(Tuesday) 

 

Day 3 

July 14 

(Wednesday) 

Day 4 

July 15 

(Thursday)  

Day 5 

July 16 

(Friday)  

Day 6 

July 17 

(Saturday)  

AM 

8.00 

HKG to Seoul 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

Departure from 

the BB1 

Departure from 

the BB2 

9.00 

1. Seoul National 

University 

Department of 

Geography 

3. Seoul 

Metropolitan 

Government 

5. Gentrification 

in Seoul 
7. DMZ 8b. Agritourism 

9a. Andong 

Hahoe Folk 

Village 

(UNESCO 

Heritage- 

Physical 

geography) 

10.00 

11.00 

12.00 

13.00 

Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  

PM 

14.00 

15.00   

2. Gangnam 

Development 

 

4. Seoul 

Downtown: 

History 

6. K-pop and 

new development 

strategies 

8a. Agritourism 

To 

Andong Hahoe 

Village 

/Free 

9b. Andong 

Hahoe Folk 

Village 

(UNESCO 

Heritage- 

Culture 

geography) 

16.00 
Hotel Check 

in/Free 

17.00   

18.00   

19.00 

Dinner 

Return to the 

Hotel 1 

Return to the 

Hotel 1 

Return to the 

Hotel 1 

Stay at a farm bed 

& breakfast (BB) 1 

Stay at another 

BB2 
Return to the BB2 

20.00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 

 

Color Legend 

Gray: Opening/Ending events; Yellow: Built Environment; Green: Environment; Blue: Culture 



 3 

 

Time 

Day 7 

July 18  

(Sunday)  

Day 8 

July 19 

(Monday) 

Day 9 

July 20 

(Tuesday) 

Day 10 

July 21 

(Wednesday) 

Day 11 

July 22 

(Thursday)  

Day 12 

July 23 

(Friday)  

Day 13 

July 24 

(Saturday)  

AM 

8.00 

Free 

Departure from 

the Hotel 2 

Departure from 

the Hotel 2 

Departure from 

the BB3 

Departure from 

the Haeinsa 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

Departure from 

the Hotel 1 

9.00 

10. Kori Nuclear 

Power Plant  

12. Busan 

Downtown 

13b. Upo Wetland 

(UNESCO 

Heritage) 

14b. Haeinsa 

Temple Stay 

(UNESCO 

Heritage) 

Final workshop 

Seoul to HKG 

10.00 

11.00 

12.00 

13.00 

Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  Lunch-break  

PM 

14.00 

15.00 

To Busan 

/Free 

11. Haeundae 

Beach/ Busan Port 

Authority 

13a. Upo Wetland 

(UNESCO 

Heritage) 

14a. Haeinsa 

Temple Stay 

(UNESCO 

Heritage) 

To Seoul Free 

16.00 

17.00 

18.00 

19.00 
Stay at the  

Hotel 2 

Return to the 

Hotel 2 

Stay at another 

BB3 
Stay at Haeinsa 

Return to the 

Hotel 1 

Return to the 

Hotel 1 

20.00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 

 

 

Color Legend 

Gray: Opening/Ending events; Yellow: Built Environment; Green: Environment; Blue: Culture 
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2. FIELD TRIP OBJECTIVES & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

Goals: 

 

 Develop a global perspective of the range of viewpoints in relation to various social, economic 

and environmental issues relevant to geography. 

 Provide the opportunity for experiential learning in different environments. 

 Encourage the application of geographic knowledge and skills in a real world context. 

 Promote the integration of various ‘branches’ of geography. 

 Contribute to student’s social and personal development. 

 

Students are referred to the course description for the Learning Outcomes which relate to knowledge and 

skills. 
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INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION 

 

Objectives: 

 

1. to provide students with first-hand experience of different types of physical and human 

environments, thereby broadening your range of geographical experience, based on field 

visits to selected sites in South Korea; 

 

2. to analyze landscapes with a view to understanding physical processes and human influences 

in natural, rural and urban settings; 

 

3. to develop an awareness of the spatial variation in terms of landscapes, landforms and social 

function at a variety of scales; 

 

4. to study a range of distinctive landscapes (you should think about why distinctive landscapes 

emerge); 

 

5. to see examples indicating temporal change in, for example, industry and urban form and 

also differences in the human world, for example, social inequality in the cities; 

 

6. to develop skills in field observation, interpretation recording and reporting; 

 

7. to enable students to make comparisons with Hong Kong in retailing, conservation, urban 

renewal, National Parks/Country Parks, and new towns; 

 

8. to observe in particular the varied activities and institutions associated with leisure, recreation, 

tourism and the countryside including agriculture; 

 

9. to observe the variety of urban form and function, including urban planning and the public 

realm; 

 

10. and to study various aspects of industrial geography. 
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Students should be prepared to interpret and reflect upon the information, both theoretical and 

practical, gained through the study of core courses in their second year in the field setting. The field 

trip will also provide valuable introductory materials for senior level courses for your third year of 

study. 

 

The Area for the Field Work 

 

The area chosen is South Korea as it offers the variety of landscapes, gives clear indications of the 

effect of geology and different geomorphological processes upon landscapes; and is revealing of the 

total extent of human experience in rural, industrial, and urban settings. In addition, the practical 

considerations of suitable affordable accommodation and convenient transportation can be met. 

 

 

Particular topics/themes 

 

 Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization  

 Settlement structure and patterns  

 Urban and transport development  

 Inner city redevelopment and urban development  

 Conservation, heritage, and National Parks  

 Forestry and farming  

 Geology, geomorphology, and natural hazards  

 River basin changes and development  

 Conflicts in land use  

 Historical Geography  

 Coastal geomorphology and hazards  

 Social/Ethnic geography  

 Industrial geography including industrial estates, location and Technology development  
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 Public space/the public realm  

 Cultural Geography  

 Political Geography  

 

Places that may/may not be included in the Itinerary 

 

 The field trip schedule and itinerary may be subject to change.   

 

Timing 

 

2 weeks during the summer break. See the provisional itinerary on page 2 for the exact dates. There 

will be about 12 days of field observation, data collection, etc., with some free period as breaks 

throughout the duration of our stay. 

 

Costs 

 

Students are responsible for getting themselves to and from Seoul/Incheon and Staff will provide 

assistance and advice on travel arrangements. Students are also responsible for their own food and 

insurance and medical arrangements. You are required to pay for medical care in Korea. The 

University has an insurance details of which has already been provided, along with the conditions. 

Should this cover not meet your needs you should purchase a TRAVEL INSURANCE. 
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3. FIELDWORK ASSESSMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Students are required to accomplish the following two tasks as shown in Sections 3.1 and 3.2. 

 

3.1 GROUP PRESENTATION  

Each group should have 2 members. They must give a PowerPoint presentation on a topic chosen 

from one of the themes listed in Section 3.3 and to answer questions raised after that in the presentation 

meetings in September.  Details of the arrangement will be given in due course. 

 

3.2 FIELD TRIP REPORT 

Each student should submit an individual field trip report which should contain the following 

two parts: 

(i) A written report of no more than 4000 words on one of the proposed themes listed in Section 

3.3.   

(ii) An appendix containing a brief log/diary of each day’s visits and route as follows: 

a) A day by day list of places/areas visited (two pages). 

b) An outline of the major themes covered each day (one page). 

c) A sketch map drawn to scale showing the locations of all places visited and routes 

taken (one page). 

d) ALL fieldwork exercises. 

 

3.2.1      SUBMISSION OF INDIVIDUAL REPORT 

A hardcopy of the written report should be submitted to the General Office of the Geography Department 

by the following deadline.  Please note that a Turnitin report should be attached to the submission. 

 

Submission deadline:  5:00 pm Thursday 29 October 2021 

 

 

3.3  FIELDTRIP REPORT: THEMES 
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Examples of possible issues or topics include the following: 

A:  Korea - Hong Kong Comparison themes: 

(i)  Urban geography - (urban hierarchies; urban renewal; plazas; public space; retailing; urban 

greening; heritage conservation; housing). 

(ii)  Landscape & conservation - the role of country / national parks, protected areas and forestry 

areas; and the impact of human activities. 

(iii) Transport – the role of transport in development; road vs. rail; sustainability issues and the 

role of the car in urban areas. 

 

B:  Korea systematic themes: 

(i)  Leisure, recreation, and tourism (role, scale, impact, structures, policies, problems, and 

conflicts). 

(ii)  The influence of EITHER (a) natural processes and materials OR (b) human activities on non-

urban landscapes. 

(iii) Population geography of urban areas including, ethnicity, employment in the city. 

(iv) Industrial and technology development in Korea 

(v)   K-pop, K-food, and service industries 

(vi) The quality of urban life. 

 

Note: Permission will be given for other themes that are suitable. 

 

 

3.4 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 The field trip is assessed by 30% group presentation + poster, and 70% individual report.   The 

group presentation assessment criteria and grade descriptors for individual report are provided in the 

following pages. 
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2020 South Korea Field Trip Oral Presentation Assessment Criteria 
 

 

Assessment parameters Weighting (%) 

Knowledge & Understanding 50 

Argumentation  

(Evidence supports conclusions) 
15 

Overall structure and organization 15 

Delivery  

(Time management, eye contact and gestures etc.) 
10 

Mechanics  

(Language/Slides) 
10 

 

Remark: The oral presentation accounts for 30% of the total mark for this course. 
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4. DESTINATIONS 

4.1 SITES TO VISIT  

The following sections describe all the sites to visit during the Korea field trip.  

 

#1. Seoul National University Department of Geography 

 
Figure 1. Seoul National University 

 

Seoul National University (SNU) is the largest national research university in Korea. It has been recognized 

as the most prestigious university in Korea and as one of the top-ranked universities in Asia. SNU was 

founded in 1946, a year after its independence from the Japanese rule, by merging multiple elite colleges 

across the country. Currently, it has 15 colleges and 12 professional graduate schools. During the last 

decades, HKU has held a strong partnership with SNU in research and education. It has several notable 

establishments in the campus: Kyujanggak, a top-ranked research center for Korean studies named after the 

royal library of the Joseon Dynasty with dozens of national treasures; the SNU Museum of Art, designed by 

Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas, a leading modern art museums in Seoul; and finally, the International 

Vaccine Institute, an United Nation’s research organization for developing vaccines for communicable 
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diseases. During the field trip, we will visit the SNU’s Department of Geography and have a co-organized 

research workshop on the topic of sustainable cities with the East Asian context.  

 

References and further reading  

[1] https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ768962.pdf 

[2] Lee, S. (1989). The Emergence of the Modern University in Korea. Higher Education, 18(1), 87-116. 

Retrieved October 15, 2020, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/3447444 

 

Related themes: Historical Geography; Public space/the public realm; Cultural Geography; 

Political Geography 

 

 

 

#2. Gangnam Development 

 

  
Figure 2a. HanGang in afternoon (Top) and in evening (Bottom). 

https://namu.wiki/w/%ED%8C%8C%EC%9D%BC:%ED%95%9C%EA%B0%95.jpg 

 

The HanGang (漢江) or Han River is the 2nd longest river in South Korea and the 4th largest one on the 

Korean peninsula (474 km). HanGang and its surrounding areas have been one of the most important 

regions in Korea’s history. It was a major trade route to China (especially with Song, Ming, and Qing 

Dynasties). Currently it is a major water source for more than 12 million population living in Seoul and 

neighboring areas. There are thirty-one bridges and eight subway lines cross the HanGang. The economic 

development of South Korea is often called “the miracle of the Han River.” There are eleven riverside parks 

along the HanGang, which serve as major recreational spots to Seoulites. Other amenities around the river 

include cycling trail, cruises, yachts, wetlands, and outdoor swimming pools. 

Once occupied with paddy rice fields and fruit orchards, Seoul’s GangNam (江南) area, located 

right down the HanGang, is now one of the richest regions in the country. It was the first area where the 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ768962.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3447444
https://namu.wiki/w/%ED%8C%8C%EC%9D%BC:%ED%95%9C%EA%B0%95.jpg
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national government led a large new town development in Korea in the 1970s. The urban planning and land 

use patterns in GangNam looks similar with the ones in western countries’ downtown areas.    

GangNam District has 540,636 population and covers 39.5 km2 of southeastern Seoul (Population 

density: 13,802/ km2). The governing power is divided into the administration unit (chaired by a 4-year 

term district mayor from local election) and the district council (seated with 4-year term council members 

elected by local election). GangNam District Government is providing various community services to its 

residents such as public lectures, library, child and elderly care, cultural events and public health.   

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2b. Various urban landscapes in GangNam; clockwise from top left, Teheran-ro Avenue (a major 

tech company center), COEX (a convention center), an oldest (yet expensive!) apartment complex, and 

National Gugak Center (Korean traditional music center). 

  

GangNam is, de facto, the powerhouse of all the social phenomena in Korea. Many headquarters 

of South Korea’s major business conglomerates (chaebol, 財閥) are located in GangNam and neighboring 

areas: for example, Samsung Town Headquarters Seocho, Hyundai Motor Group, and Shinsegae Group. 

The Teheran-ro Avenue is often considered the Korea’s silicon valley where many tech and start-up 

companies (e.g. Google Korea, G market) and venture capital firms are located. A large convention center, 

COEX (Convention & Exhibition Center), has the world’s largest underground shopping mall. In addition, 
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several notable cultural entities such as Seoul Arts Center, National Gugak (Korean traditional music) 

Center, and SM Entertainment, a leading K-pop company, are also located in GangNam. There are also 

large apartment complexes built in the 1970s and 1980s waiting for redevelopment. 

 

References and further reading  

[1] Bae, Y., & Joo, Y. M. (2020). The Making of Gangnam: Social Construction and Identity of Urban 

Place in South Korea. Urban Affairs Review, 56(3), 726-757.  

[2] Yang, M. (2018). The rise of ‘Gangnam style’: Manufacturing the urban middle class in Seoul, 1976–

1996. Urban Studies, 55(15), 3404-3420. 

 

Related themes: Settlement structure and patterns; Urban and transport development; 

Inner city redevelopment and urban development; River basin changes and development; 

Conflicts in land use; Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization  

 

 

 

#3. Seoul Metropolitan Government 
 

 
Figure 3. Seoul metropolitan Government Office 

 

Seoul Metropolitan Government (led by a four-year term mayor elected from local election) is a large-level 

local government which manages all urban affairs of the Seoulites and supervises its 25 district governments. 

It also teams up with Seoul Metropolitan Council (seated with 4-year term council members elected by 

local election). 

The complex has two buildings; the front one is the original building built by the Japanese colonial 

government in 1926; and the new building has been in operation since 2012. The neighbouring area is one 

of the oldest downtowns in Korea’s history where many historic buildings including the Joseon Dynasty’s 

palaces, museums, and modern buildings constructed by the western colonial powers, are located. The area 
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contains large corporate offices, media companies, finance and banking corporates, and national/local 

government offices, substantially influencing their society. 

 

References and further reading  

[1] http://english.seoul.go.kr/get-to-know-us/seoul-views/ 

[2] https://www.metropolis.org/sites/default/files/seoul_e-government_english.pdf 

[3] O'Byrne, L., Miller, M., Douse, C., Venkatesh, R., & Kapucu, N. (2014). Social Innovation in the 

Public Sector: The Case of Seoul Metropolitan Government. Journal of Economic & Social Studies 

(JECOSS), 4(1). 

 

Related themes: Inner city redevelopment and urban development; Historical Geography; 

Political Geography  

 

 

 

#4. Seoul Downtown: History 

 

The oldest downtown in Seoul has a mixture of the landscapes from the past and the present times. The 

GyeongBok-Gung (景福宮) Palace and the ChangDeok-Gung Palace are two major palaces of the Joseon 

Dynasty. The GyeonBok-Gung was originally built in 1395 as the principal palace containing the residence 

of the Kings and their households in the Joseon Dynasty, as well as the government complex. However it 

was burnt by the 1592 Japanese invasion and remained in ashes until a major reconstruction in 1867. 

However, a number of the palace buildings were again demolished during the Japanese occupation. The 

restoration process is still in process at present.  

The ChangDeok-Gung (昌德宮) was originally built as a second palace in 1395 but served as the 

principal palace during the most time of the 17th - 19th Century due to the demolition of GyeongBok-Gung. 

The palace was listed as a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 

World Heritage in 1997. 

 

http://english.seoul.go.kr/get-to-know-us/seoul-views/
https://www.metropolis.org/sites/default/files/seoul_e-government_english.pdf
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Figure 4. Various scenes in Seoul downtown: clockwise from top left, GyeongBok-Gung,  

ChangGyeong-Gung, Gwangjang Sijang Market, and CheongGyeCheon Stream. 

  

The Gwangjang SiJang Market (廣藏市場), established in 1904, is one of the biggest traditional 

wet markets in Seoul. Recently it has gained popularity among the young generation and foreigners for its 

food and snack stalls.  

The CheongGyeCheon (淸溪川) Stream is a natural stream which stays dry in most of the time in 

the year except the summer rainy season. From 1960 to 2003, it was covered and served as major 

automobile-only roads linking the East and West part of Seoul. By removing all the coverings used for 

roads, the Seoul Metropolitan Government, restored the stream to redesign the city in 2005. After the 

restoration, the stream has become a symbol of the city to represent its economic and cultural development. 

 

References and further reading  

[1] https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264337 

[2] https://theculturetrip.com/asia/south-korea/articles/the-palace-of-illustrious-virtue-a-brief-

history-of-changdeokgung/ 

[3] https://english.visitseoul.net/shopping/Gwangjang-Market_/287 

[4] https://migrationology.com/gwangjang-market-seoul/   

https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264337
https://theculturetrip.com/asia/south-korea/articles/the-palace-of-illustrious-virtue-a-brief-history-of-changdeokgung/
https://theculturetrip.com/asia/south-korea/articles/the-palace-of-illustrious-virtue-a-brief-history-of-changdeokgung/
https://english.visitseoul.net/shopping/Gwangjang-Market_/287
https://migrationology.com/gwangjang-market-seoul/
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[5] https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/25/story-cities-reclaimed-stream-heart-seoul-

cheonggyecheon 

 

Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization); 

Conservation, heritage, and National Parks); Historical Geography; Public space/the public 

realm; Cultural Geography  

 

 

#5. Gentrification Seoul 
 

  
 

Figure 5. Seoul’s neighbourhoods in process of gentrification 

 

Like other large metropolises, many neighbourhoods in Seoul are also under the process of gentrification, 

which attract more affluent residents and businesses into an old neighborhood through redevelopment. 

Gentrification refers to socioeconomic changes in neighborhoods in ways that existing residents and 

businesses (mostly tenants) with low socioeconomic status move out of the neighborhoods while those with 

high socioeconomic status move into the neighborhoods. The term gentrification was first coined by British 

sociologist Ruth Glass in her description of Islington, London in the 1960s, where existing low-income 

residents moved out and artists or those who appreciated aesthetic values of poorly maintained historical 

buildings there moved in. Since then, scholars, community activists, and journalists have found similar 

phenomena around the world, mostly among low-income working-class communities in the central city. 

The process and characteristics of gentrification differ greatly by various factors including culture, real 

estate market, social and legal institutions, and macroeconomic conditions. 

 In South Korea, gentrification has been used mostly to describe changes in tenants and small 

businesses in small areas along main streets with unique characteristics. Initially, these small areas are far 

from being popular or tourist spots, but for some reasons, they preserve unique characteristics. As small 

businesses in these areas become known by mass media, social media, or word of mouth, they see increasing 

visitors and sales. As a result, rents and property values in these areas increase. Since many of the small 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/25/story-cities-reclaimed-stream-heart-seoul-cheonggyecheon
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/25/story-cities-reclaimed-stream-heart-seoul-cheonggyecheon
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businesses were tenants, they got priced out while new businesses replaced them. Often times, these new 

businesses are franchise, either directly operated by their main headquarters or contracted out to those who 

can afford increased rents. Unfortunately, as more franchises come in to these areas, they lose unique 

characteristics, which attracted visitors and customers in the first place. Thus, as time goes by, these areas 

get fewer visitors and customers, new businesses fail, and the entire areas lose economic vitality, sometimes 

getting worse than the initial conditions. The entire cycle of the boom and burst of a hot place usually takes 

5 - 10 years, depending on various factors, and unfortunately, recent cycles are shorter than those in the 

past. Major neighborhoods facing gentrification in Seoul include Garosu-gil, Gyeongridan-gil, and Itaewon.  

 

References and further reading  

[1] Thomson, S. (Nov 5, 2014). As ‘Gentrification’ Turns 50, Tracing Its Nebulous History. Curbed. 

Retrieved from https://www.curbed.com/2014/11/5/10028070/tracing-the-history-of-a-word-as-

gentrification-turns-50 (last access on October 10, 2020). 

[2] Cho, W., Kim, M., Kim, H., & Kwon, Y. (2020). Transforming Housing to Commercial Use: A Case 

Study on Commercial Gentrification in Yeon-nam District, Seoul. Sustainability, 12(10), 4322. 

[3] Park, J., Kim, J., & Yang, B. (2020). Spatializing an Artist-Resident Community Area at a Building-

Level: A Case Study of Garosu-Gil, South Korea. Sustainability, 12(15), 6116. 

[4] Yoon, Y., & Park, J. (2018). Stage classification and characteristics analysis of commercial 

gentrification in Seoul. Sustainability, 10(7), 2440. 

 

Related themes: Settlement structure and patterns; Inner city redevelopment and urban 

development; Social/Ethnic geography  

 

 

 

#6. K-pop and new development strategies 
 

  

https://www.curbed.com/2014/11/5/10028070/tracing-the-history-of-a-word-as-gentrification-turns-50
https://www.curbed.com/2014/11/5/10028070/tracing-the-history-of-a-word-as-gentrification-turns-50
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Figure 6. (Left) SM Town Museum operated by SM Entertainment Company (managing EXO, NCT, 

Girls’ Generation etc.) and (Right) Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation (produced popular TV Show like 

Infinite Challenge, Dae Jang Geum). 

 

 

Korean pop culture industry has obtained the rapid increase in popularity globally since the 2000s. 

K-pop and K-drama, once considered as copycats of J-pop and J-drama, is now leading the global 

entertainment market and industry in many ways. Until 1999, there was a set of strong restrictions 

on cultural imports in Korea, which negatively impacted the development of its own entertainment 

industry. While opening its door of entertainment industry to foreign countries, the Korean 

government has also supported the entertainment industry by listing it as a new engine for 

economic development [1]. In addition, several entertainment companies such as SM 

Entertainment, JYP Entertainment, YG Entertainment, and Big Hit Entertainment have designed 

and implemented unique systems to recruit, train, and manage their entertainers and the system 

itself is now exported to other countries. In addition, many tertiary educational institutes have 

contributed to achieve technical development in entertainment industry and to train and provide 

talented workforce to the industry [2].  

 

References and further reading  

[1] Jin, Dal Yong (2016). "The Rise of the New Korean Wave". In Jin, Dal Yong (ed.). New Korean 

Wave. New Korean Wave. Transnational Cultural Power in the Age of Social Media. University of Illinois 

Press. pp. 3–19. ISBN 978-0252039973. JSTOR 10.5406/j.ctt18j8wkv.4. 

[2] http://www.korea.net/Resources/Publications/Others/view?articleId=9443# 

 
Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; Public 

space/the public realm; Cultural Geography  

 

 

 

#7. Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0252039973
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR_(identifier)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt18j8wkv.4
http://www.korea.net/Resources/Publications/Others/view?articleId=9443
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Figure 7. Panmunjom inside the DMZ 

 

The Demilitarized Zone in Korea is a strip of area dividing the Korean Peninsula in half and also buffering 

the territories of South Korea and North Korea. It was set by the Korean Armistice Agreement in 1953 

between North Korea, China and the United Nations Command. Its length is 250 km with a width of 4 km. 

The Military Armistice Commission Joint Security Area—Panmunjom is located in the western part of the 

DMZ. Panmunjom is an important contact point between South and North Korea where several buildings 

have been used for a conference hall, the United Nation’s Security Committee, and military bases for both 

sides’ security. After the Korean War (1950 - 1953), the DMZ has ironically become one of the most well-

preserved areas for endangered animal and plant species due to the isolation during the past decades. While 

most areas of the DMZ are under control and surveillance by two Korea’s military forces, there are several 

long-term development plans in discussion between the two parties.  

 

References and further reading  

[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Demilitarized_Zone 

[2] https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/02/world/asia/korea-demilitarized-zone.html 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Demilitarized_Zone
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/02/world/asia/korea-demilitarized-zone.html
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Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; 

Conservation, heritage, and National Parks; Historical Geography; Cultural Geography; 

Political Geography 

 

 

 

8. Agritourism 

 

Figure 8. An agritourism program nearby Seoul (https://blog.naver.com/2000happy_/221608600510) 

 

Traditionally the areas near the HanGang River are fertile enough to cultivate many crops including rice, 

vegetables, and fruits. While much of land in Seoul and neighboring areas have been extensively urbanized, 

there are still a sizable part of area being used for agriculture. Recently, many local governments near Seoul 

recognized the importance of agritourism which offers urban residents to have a chance of farming and 

farmers to obtain more earnings for providing such services. This one-day program will be a great chance 

to obtain a real-life experience of the traditional and contemporary agricultural practices and enhance your 

understanding of sustainability.  

 

References and further reading  

[1] http://region.snu.ac.kr/bk/achievement/data/pf06-04.pdf 
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Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; 

Conservation, heritage, and National Parks; Forestry and farming  

 
 

 

#9a, 9b. Andong Hahoe Folk Village (UNESCO World Heritage) 

 

The Andong Hahoe (安東 河回) Folk Village is a historic rural village which has well preserved the 

traditional culture, values, and residences of Korea. The village was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site in 2010. A few family clans of the surnames Ryu, Hur, and Ahn have settled down in the village for 

more than 600 years. The village served as an important educational centre of the Confucianism because 

there were two prestigious schools/research centers in the Joseon Dynasty. The village is also famous for 

the birthplace of  Ryu Seongryong, a Prime Minister during the period of the Japanese Invasion (1592 - 

1598) (also called the Imjin War) in the Joseon Dynasty, who left a collection of records and memoirs about 

the War. Aiming to maintain the cultural values of the Yangban, the nobility of the Joseon Dynasty, the 

current residents in the village are still trying to preserve traditional architectural styles, ancestral rites, 

cuisine styles, and family values, which were once lost during the rapid modernization and development in 

Korea. Especially a traditional maskdance called “Hahoe Byeolsingut,” attracts foreign visitors and 

researchers as it presents a variety of masks symbolizing/criticising the human nature by different classes 

in a traditional society.  

The physical geography of the village is also unique because it is built on a floodplain of incised 

meander that belongs to an upstream of NakDong River. The village’s name, Hahoe (河回), means that “a 

river turns around.” The village has been built following the guidelines of PungSu (風水), the Korean 

version of Feng Shui. The village exemplifies the human-environment interactions between fluvial 

processes and human settlement in Korea. 
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Figure 9. Various aspects of Andong Hahoe Folk Village. The village is located on a floodplain of incised 

meander, which belongs to a upstream of NakDong River (top).  The village is famous for the “Hahoe 

Byeolsingut,” a traditional maskdance (Bottom left), and the well preserved traditional houses (Bottom 

right).  

 

References and further reading  

[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hahoe_Folk_Village 
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Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; 

Conservation, heritage, and National Parks; Forestry and farming; Cultural Geography  

 

 

 

#10. Kori Nuclear Power Plant  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hahoe_Folk_Village
http://www.hahoe.or.kr/english/sub1/sub1.asp
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Nuclear energy is a topic of heated debate in many countries including South Korea because of concerns 

over safety and waste management [1-5]. A recent accident at nuclear power plants in 2011 in a 

neighbouring country, Japan, led to more conservative attitudes toward nuclear energy among Koreans. On 

one hand, a small accident at nuclear power plants can cause enormous damage to society, and on the other 

hand, Koreans need to move away from fossil fuels to minimize environmental impacts from the energy 

sector. With the background information, we will visit one of the oldest and most famous nuclear power 

plants in Korea. In so doing, we will also discuss how public discourse on the topic has been formed, 

evolved, and the progress. Like many other topics in human geography, nuclear energy is both an 

environmental and social issue, and a limited understanding of one or the other component leads to social 

conflicts or serious environmental damage. 

 

 

Figure 10. Shin Kori is the third biggest nuclear power plant in South Korea (https://www.power-

technology.com/features/south-korea-nuclear-power/) 

The Kori Nuclear Power Complex currently houses eight reactors; six reactors are operational, one is still 

under construction, and one has been decommissioned (but will remain housed in the complex until the 

material can be safely stored and removed). Two more reactors were slated for construction; however, 

https://www.power-technology.com/features/south-korea-nuclear-power/
https://www.power-technology.com/features/south-korea-nuclear-power/
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following a June 2017 speech by President Moon Jae-in announcing a phase-out of South Korean nuclear 

power projects, construction was suspended [6].  

Kori-1 and -2 are Korea's first and second power reactors, respectively. The reactors were provided 

on a turnkey basis, but have different designs. Kori-1 and -2 were constructed under the first phase of South 

Korea's nuclear power program, in which foreign firms were contracted for the provision and construction 

of reactors, with Korean firms playing a minimal role in order to acquire technological know-how [7]. The 

primary goal of this first phase was for South Korean industries to gain the knowledge and expertise to 

manufacture the equipment and components for nuclear power plants. During this period, foreign capital 

was the primary source of financing nuclear power plant construction, so South Korea required potential 

contractors to provide financing sources with their bids. 

Kori-3 and -4 are both three-loop pressurized light water reactors. Both were constructed under the 

second phase of South Korea's nuclear power program called "the component approach," in which foreign 

firms were contracted for the design and provision of main components, while domestic firms were 

subcontracted for auxiliary components. In addition, to increase self-sufficiency in nuclear power plant 

construction and technology, the Korea Electric Power Corporation (KEPCO) expanded its participation 

by leading the overall construction project with assistance from foreign firms and allowing Korean firms 

to manage site construction [8].  

Shin Kori-1 and -2 are 1000 MW(e) pressurized light water reactors based on an improved design 

of the Korea Standard Nuclear Plant (KSNP or OPR1000+) called the KSNP Plus [9]. Shin Kori-3 and -4 

are Advanced Pressurized Reactors with a 1400 MW(e) generating capacity (APR 1400). The APR 1400s 

are two-loop pressurized light water reactors that were developed by making improvements and 

modifications to the KNSP [10].  
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Related themes: Geology, geomorphology, and natural hazards; Coastal geomorphology 

and hazards; Industrial geography including industrial estates, location and Technology 

development  

 

 

 

#11. Busan Port Authority/ Haeundae Beach 

Busan has played a critical role in economic development in South Korea, starting from the 1970s. Until 

the 1960s, Korea pursued an import-substitution strategy, which prioritized light manufacturing sectors 

that were well suited for unskilled labour and limited capital. However, evidence suggests that this 

economic development strategy has resulted in limited successes in many countries including those in the 

South America. In contrast, starting from the 1970s, Korea took an export-oriented strategy and started to 

aggressively invest in heavy and chemical industries, most of which were located along the Southeast 

coast. Since well-functioning ports were critical in the success of export-oriented economic development 

in South Korea, the importance of Busan, especially its capacity to smoothly and efficiently handle a 

massive amount of containers has been increasing. Although Busan was already the second largest city in 

https://www.nti.org/learn/facilities/5/
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Korea in terms of population, since the switch of economic development strategies in the early 1970s, its 

growth and importance have become more prominent in the Korean economy [1-5]. 

 

  
 

Figure 11 Haeundae Beach (Left) and Busan Ports (Right) 

The Port of Busan is located at the mouth of the Naktong River in South Korea. It is the fifth busiest 

container port in the world and the largest transhipment port in north-east Asia. The port was the tenth 

busiest port in terms of total tonnage and the sixth busiest in terms of 20-foot TEUs of containerised cargo 

in 2007, as reported by American Association of Port Authorities. 

Apart from Jeju City, the Port of Busan was the only city that was not occupied by North Korea 

during the Korean War (1950 - 1953). The Port of Busan became a self-governing city after the end of the 

Korean War. The city has become home for major industries including shipbuilding, automobiles, steel, 

electronics, chemicals, ceramics and paper. 

The Port of Busan is developed, managed and operated by the Busan Port Authority (BPA) which 

was established in January 2004. The BPA has made it its aim to transform the Port of Busan into a world-

class port. The Port of Busan handles nearly 40% of the country’s total marine cargo, 80% of its container 

cargo, and 42% of national fisheries production. The port serves nearly 130 vessels every day. Total 

containerised cargo processed by the port in 2007 was 13.3 million TEUs. In addition, the port also handled 

the transaction of refrigerated goods of and hazardous goods of nearly 365,000 TEUs. Other containerised 

cargoes handled during the same year were fertilisers, meat, scrap metal, petroleum and other gases, crude 

petroleum, coal, leather, fats and oils, iron ore, rough wood, natural sand, milling industry products, and 

sugar. The port transacted the import and export of 13.426 million TEUs of container cargo in 2008, which 

was then the fifth highest annual cargo haul in the world. In July 2010, the port reported a 21.7% year-on-

year rise in container cargo throughput, reaching a total of 1.23 million TEUs of containerised cargo. 
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 Haeundae Beach is one of the most famous beaches in Korea. The white sand beach is roughly 1.5 

kilometers long, over a 30 - 50 meter wide area, creating a beautiful coastline before a shallow bay, making 

it perfect for swimming. People flock to Haeundae Beach every summer. All kinds of accommodations 

from luxury hotels to private guesthouses have developed in the area around the beach, making this the 

perfect summer vacation spot. Haeundae Beach is also famous for various cultural events and festivals held 

throughout the year. Other facilities in the area include Dongbaekseom Island, Busan Aquarium, a yachting 

dock, BEXCO, driving courses and more. 

The characteristics of Haeundae beach have dramatically changed over years from a small beach 

with few tourists before 1910 to a nationally famous tourist place since 1930s, and finally to a booming real 

estate market with an increasing number of high-rise mixed-use condominiums along the costal line since 

2000 [6-7]. In fact, the Haeundae beach keeps losing its sand like any other naturally formed beaches, 

because of erosion over time; however, the amount of lost sand is unusually high in part because one side 

of the beach is filled with high-rise condominiums (with geoengineering), increasing the rate of erosion [8]. 

The areas behind the Haeundae beach are among very few districts in Busan, where property values keep 

increasing during economic recessions and experts are suspicious of excessive speculation. During the field 

trip, we will visit various places in and around the Haeundae beach, and discuss the ways that a local tourist 

spot became an area of aggressive investment and speculation of residential and commercial properties.  
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Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; Public 

space/the public realm; Cultural Geography; Urban and transport development; Industrial 

geography including industrial estates, location and Technology development  

  

 

 

#12. Busan Downtown  

 
Figure 12 Nampo-dong (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nampo-dong) 

As cities grow in local economies and population, their geographic boundary expands and suburbanization 

takes place. The decline and renewal of old central business districts are among key agenda in many post-

industrial cities around the world, which already progressed to knowledge-based economies [1 - 2]. As the 

second largest city in South Korea, Busan is not an exception to this cycle of contemporary urban 

development [3 - 5], and its policymakers and government officials have attempted to revitalize its declining 

old downtowns since the early 2000s. In this context, during the field trip we will visit one of the old 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nampo-dong
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downtowns in Busan, explore the planning efforts for revitalization, achievements, limitations, and ongoing 

discussions. Busan has several administrative districts, among which Jung-gu (where its old downtown 

Nampo-doing is located) is the most famous. 

Nampo-dong is a central commercial and shopping area in Busan, South Korea. Nampo-dong is in 

Jung District ("Central District") in the southern center of the city, bordering the city river on the north side. 

Served by two bridges connecting Yeongdo District to the south, Nampo-dong is also accessible by Nampo 

Station subway. The area mainly consists of a long north-to-south street with a large walking area with 

shops, cafes, restaurants, and statues or other seasonal or permanent exhibits [1]. Side streets also have 

numerous camera shops, and heading south, the streets turn into Kangtong Market [2] ("Tin-can Market") 

and Gukje Market, with foreign goods and street food, as well as Jagalchi Market, with fresh seafood for 

sale or dining as the streets approach the harbor. On the north end of Nampo-dong, there is the new Lotte 

Department Store. On the west side, there is a narrow elevator leading up to Yongdusan Park with its tower. 

Nampo Station also has an extensive series of underground shops. 

Nampo-dong tends to attract a cosmopolitan crowd of Japanese tourists, Russians, and westerners. 

As the area has restricted car access and is in a choke-point between the two halves of the city and Yeongdo 

Island to the south, parking is a continuing difficulty, though the area is easily walkable and reachable by 

bus or subway. 
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Related themes: Tourism, leisure, and recreation retailing structure and organization; Inner 

city redevelopment and urban development; Conflicts in land use; Public space/the public 

realm; Cultural Geography  

 

 

 

#13a. 13b. Upo Wetland (UNESCO Heritage)  

 

Figure 13 Upo wetland (source: https://kospomagazine.co.kr/2018/?p=2878) 

https://kospomagazine.co.kr/2018/?p=2878
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Figure 14 Upo wetland (source: https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20170630127400052) 

Upo Wetland, located in Changnyeong-gun County, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, is the largest riverine 

wetland in the Republic of Korea with a well preserved natural environment. The area of Upo Wetland 

spans about 2.3 km2 and many smaller wetlands are scattered around. In recognition of its values as a 

migratory bird habitat, the wetland has been inscribed on the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International 

Importance in 1998, and during the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties (COP10) held 

in 2008, many experts visited the wetland. 

The creation of Upo Wetland dates back to when the Korean peninsula was formed. It has provided 

people with a means of livelihood, while retaining its well-preserved primitive ecosystem. In addition, the 

wetland plays an important role as a habitat for more than 10 endangered species, a fact that draws global 

attention. The beautiful landscape surrounding the wetland area increases the invaluable aspect of the 

wetland as a rich repository of the primitive ecosystem. 

Recent archaeological discoveries such as an old wooden boat found in Bibongri Shell Mound Site 

confirm that in the past, the inland area of Changnyeong region was affected by the intrusion of sea water 

that flowed along the Nakdonggang River. The small riverine marshes surrounding Upo were also created 

in this process. The shell mounds are very important evidence in understanding the creation of Upo and its 

adjacent wetlands. The wooden boat found in the shell mound is estimated to be 7500 years old, which 
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places it amongst the world's oldest boats such as those found in Kuwait and China (8000~7000 years). The 

shell mounds, a pit for storing acorns and fishery tools, are believed to have been used by people in 

communities who lived along the seashore, being the evidence of prehistoric lifestyles in this area. Besides, 

other archaeological discoveries include stone pestles, grinding stones, wooden goods, pottery shards and 

a mesh bag, significantly enhancing the site's archaeological value. 

These archaeological relics prove the previous interaction with sea water in this area which is now 

regarded as a freshwater zone, and it provides a glimpse of lifestyles of the Neolithic era. It also reveals 

how the relationship between the wetland and human beings has changed with the flow of time. 
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Related themes: Conservation, heritage, and National Parks; Geology, geomorphology, and 

natural hazards; River basin changes and development; Public space/the public realm 

 

 

 

#14a, 14b. Haeinsa Temple Stay (UNESCO Heritage)  

Haeinsa was founded during the reign of Shilla King Aejang (802 C.E.) by Ven. Suneung and Ven. Ijeong, 

who were carrying on the teaching of Ven. Uisang (625-702 C.E.).  

After that, when Ven. Heerang rejected Gyeonhweon and assisted Goyreo King Taejo, the king repaid him 

by designating Haeinsa the Goryeo National Temple. 

During the Joseon Dynasty, a great set of sutra tablets from the Goryeo Dynasty were enshrined at 

Haeinsa, which is why the temple is known as the “Dharma Treasure Temple.” Since the number of wood 

blocks in this collection of sutra tablets totals 81,258, the entire set is known as the “Eighty Thousand 

Tripitaka Sutra” collection in Korean, but is often called simply the “Tripitaka Koreana” in English. 

The creation of the Tripitaka dates to the Goryeo Dynasty reign of King Gojong (1237 C.E.), when the 

ruling government created the collection over a period of 11 years in order to repel the invasion of the 

Mongol hordes, using the power of Buddhism. The building in which the collection is stored is called the 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5576/#:~:text=As%20the%20largest%20riverine%20wetland,species%20in%20its%20vast%20area.&text=There%20are%20a%20total%20of,high%20biodiversity%20and%20beautiful%20landscapes
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5576/#:~:text=As%20the%20largest%20riverine%20wetland,species%20in%20its%20vast%20area.&text=There%20are%20a%20total%20of,high%20biodiversity%20and%20beautiful%20landscapes
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5576/#:~:text=As%20the%20largest%20riverine%20wetland,species%20in%20its%20vast%20area.&text=There%20are%20a%20total%20of,high%20biodiversity%20and%20beautiful%20landscapes
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Panjeon, and it has been designated a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage, while the collection itself has 

been designated as a UNESCO World Record Heritage. After being repaired during the Joseon Dynasty 

reign of King Seongjong (1488 C.E.), it looks today as it once did in ancient times. 

 

Figure 15 Tea with a monk (https://eng.templestay.com/temple_info.asp?t_id=haeinsa) 

 

Figure 16 Wooden printing (https://eng.templestay.com/temple_info.asp?t_id=haeinsa) 

https://eng.templestay.com/temple_info.asp?t_id=haeinsa
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The Panjeon Hall housing the tablets is famous for its natural design, which features different sized 

windows facing north and south to allow air circulation, and an earthen floor made up of layers of ash, lime, 

salt and sand in order to control humidity. Haeinsa is also considered a “Chongnim Temple”, featuring a 

Seon (Jap: Zen) Room, Sutra School, and Precepts School, which are called together the “Haein Chongnim.” 

Haeinsa is also known for being the temple where the legendary Supreme Patriarch of the Jogye Order, 

Ven. Seongcheol (1912-1993) resided for many years, until he entered Nirvana. 

 

Haeinsa’s Templestay Program 

Haeinsa offers a regular two- day Templestay program, a no-limit period freestyle program, and a 

five day and four night training program in the summer. The standard program is called Live Like the Wind 

and Water, then Leave Your Body! , and features monastic formal meals, Seon Meditation, and a variety 

of programs that allow a deeper feeling for the teachings of Buddhism. Participants in Haeinsa’s program 

can have the unforgettable experiences of hearing the sound of the throbbing Dharma drum pierce the crisp, 

clear, early morning air, and visiting the mountain hermitages above the temple, where many great old 

monks live. 
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4.2 OTHER ASPECTS OF FIELD TRIP 
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This section describes generic characteristics of Koreans and Korean cities, which you may have a chance 

to directly observe during the field trip. 

 

Demography in Korea: smaller households, low birth rates, and aging society  

As of November 1st, 2018, the population of South Korea was 51.63 million persons. The population of 

the Seoul Capital Area accounted for 49.8% of the total population of South Korea. Compared to 2017, 

Sejong showed the highest population growth rate, which was followed by Jeju and Gyeonggi.  

The youth population aged 0 ~ 14 and the working age population aged 15 ~ 64 recorded a year-on-year 

decrease. In the meantime, the elderly population aged 65 or more recorded a year-on-year increase. 

In 2018, the number of households totaled 20.50 million households, increasing by 330 thousand 

households (1.6%) from 2017. Households in the Seoul Capital Area took up 49.0% of the total households. 

In 2018, 1-person and 2-person households occupied 56.5% of the total households, up by 1.2% from 55.3% 

in 2017.  

 

 

Figure 1 “Women aren’t having enough children in South Korea to stabilise its population without 

migration” (Quick & d'Efilippo, 2019) 
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Figure 2 “A growing social phenomenon in South Korea, "the Sampo Generation", has seen women giving 

up three things: relationships, marriage and children” (Quick & d'Efilippo, 2019) 

 

 

Figure 3 “With low birth rates, fewer marriages and longer lives, the South Korean population is actually 

ageing faster than any other developed country” (Quick & d'Efilippo, 2019) 
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High-rise condominiums in Seoul (and South Korea in general)  

Until the local government system came into effect in 1995, Seoul focused its housing policy mainly on 

supplying houses to meet the demands caused by population growth. The city’s population rose 

dramatically from 2.45 million in 1960 to 5.43 million in 1970, 8.36 million in 1980, and 10.61 million in 

1990, but the amount of housing fell far short of the growth. Seoul was in perpetual need of housing. 

The housing shortage caused by Korea’s continued economic growth and urbanization often precipitated 

housing price increases and speculation. Finding solutions for this problem has always been a crucial 

national challenge while the country was enjoying rapid economic growth, and this was the reason that 

housing supply and price control policies were alternately implemented in response to the cycle of housing 

shortage, followed by rising house prices, speculation and control policies.  

Judging from detached houses alone could not resolve the shortage in Seoul; the government initiated a 

policy designed to supply housing on a massive scale via public development in the 1970s. Housing was 

built in earnest under the 10-Year Housing Construction Plan in 1972. In line with the plan to supply 2.5 

million units between 1972 and 1981, some 1.87 million were built nationally with 497,000 units in Seoul.  

  

http://kostat.go.kr/portal/eng/pressReleases/8/7/index.board?bmode=read&bSeq=&aSeq=378503&pageNo=1&rowNum=10&navCount=10&currPg=&searchInfo=&sTarget=title&sTxt
http://kostat.go.kr/portal/eng/pressReleases/8/7/index.board?bmode=read&bSeq=&aSeq=378503&pageNo=1&rowNum=10&navCount=10&currPg=&searchInfo=&sTarget=title&sTxt
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20191010-south-koreas-population-paradox


 40 

Banpo Xi apartment complex in Seoul, South 

Korea, which was redeveloped from the previous 

low-rise apartment complex (Harlan, 2013) 

Apartments in Goyang-si, a suburb of Seoul 

(Premack, 2017)  
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Transport  

Throughout the country, Korea Train Express (aka KTX, high-speed rail services in Korea) is in operation 

starting from the early 2000s, which reduced travel time between large cities in Korea by half, compared to 

other means of transportation such as inter-city buses, conventional rails, and private vehicles. During this 

field trip, we may have a chance to experience high-speed rail when moving to Seoul after the first week.  

 

 

 

KTX routes in Korea (KTX trains, n.d.)  KTX (Korea Tourism Organization, n.d.) 

 

Although many big cities in South Korea have extensive, frequent public transit systems for both rail and 

buses, more than 60% of passenger travel are made by private vehicles. In comparison, buses account for 

27% of passenger traffic, and trains and subways transport additional 11% at the national level. Interestingly, 

because of well-connected transit services and severe traffic congestion, the Seoul metropolitan area 

presents lower automobile dependency, compared to the other large cities in South Korea: approximately 

30% of all trips are made by passenger cars, while walking accounts for 23%.  
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Travel mode share in Seoul from 2006 to 2016 

(KOTI, 2018) 
Seoul subway (LERK, 2007) 
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Religions 

  

  

Top-left: Chungdong First Methodist Church, Top-right: Lotus Lantern Festival, bottom-right: 

Myeongdong Cathedral, Bottom-right: Seoul Central Mosque in Itaewon (all in Seoul)  

Korea is a country where all the world’s major religions, Christianity, Buddhism, Confucianism and Islam, 

peacefully coexist with shamanism. According to the 2015 statistics, 44% of the Korean population has a 

religion. 

Among them Buddhism and Confucianism have been more influential than any others upon the life of the 

Korean people and over half of the country’s listed cultural heritage are related with the two religions. 

Buddhism arrived in Korea in 372, and since then, tens of thousands of temples have been built across the 

country. 

Adopted as the state ideology of the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), Confucianism was more of a code of 

ethical conduct that stressed the importance of loyalty, filial piety, and ancestor worship. Confucian 

followers also valued ancestral worship in the belief that the ancestral spirits can affect the life of their 

descendants, and tried to find auspicious sites for the graves of their ancestors. Today, however, more and 

more people are turning from the traditional practice of burial to cremation. 
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Globalization of South Korea  

Korea was for many years a country of emigration. Migration to Korea only began in the late 1980s. When 

the Korean War ended in ceasefire in 1953, Korea was one of the poorest and least developed countries, 

and faced the challenge of building industries and stabilising its system; in the decades which followed, 

few foreigners had occasion to come to Korea. Entry was strictly controlled by the government, primarily 

for security reasons. Immigration began to occur in significant numbers when full employment was reached 

in the late 1980s. Labour shortages began to be felt in SMEs, especially for the most taxing jobs in so-called 

3D (difficult, dirty, and dangerous) industries: dyeing, plating, heat-treatment, casting and tempering, 

machinery, footwear, glass, leather, electricity, electronics factories, and construction (Seol and Han, 

2004[2]). The number of foreigners gradually increased, mainly due to growing inflows from China of 

Chinese and of ethnic Koreans – descendants of those who left in the early 20th century – and in the number 

of trainees entering from other Asian countries. The normalisation of diplomatic relations with China in 

1992 contributed to the inflow (Oh et al., 2012[3]). Still, it was not until the 2000s that immigration flows 

exceeded the number of Koreans migrating overseas. Since 2005, net migration to Korea has been positive. 

The increase in the foreign population between 2000 and 2015 was about 400%, by far the largest increase 

among OECD countries (Figure 2.1, Panel A). It rose from 0.5% of the population in 2000 to 2.3% of the 

population in 2015. This excludes temporary residents (those with permits for less than 90 days) and 

undocumented foreigners. 

As of November 1st, 2018, the foreign nationals in South Korea amounted to 1.65 million persons, which 

occupied 3.2% of the total population. This figure rose by 170 thousand persons (11.6%) compared to 2017. 

The multi-cultural households amounted to 330 thousand households, which took up 1.7% of the general 

households. The multi-cultural household members totaled 1.01 million persons, which accounted for 2.0% 

of the total household members. 

http://www.korea.net/AboutKorea/Korean-Life/Religion
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/08/12/6-facts-about-christianity-in-south-korea/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/08/12/6-facts-about-christianity-in-south-korea/
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Figure 4 Immigrant enclaves in Seoul (Oh, 2017) 
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https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264307872-en


 46 

4.3 FIELDWORK METHODS 

 

FIELD WORK is designed to introduce you to the needs of OBSERVATION, 

INTERPRETATION, RECORDING, ANALYSIS and PRESENTATION of field work data. These 

needs are also important in other sorts of data collection, such as from map interpretation and map 

use. They are, however, paramount to successful fieldwork. 

 

4.3.1     WHAT DATA TO COLLECT? 

 

Going into the field to collect information requires some idea and organization regarding what 

is relevant data to be collected. You could take photographs, which today is a common practice 

regarding recording of information concerning the observable landscape. (Before photography was 

invented we had to rely on sketching or similar representations of information, which regularly 

required some selection of what would be included and what would not be included in the picture.) 

A photograph is not generally selective. It records all the information before the lens. Thus it is 

not useful until we point out the valuable pieces of information that are recorded which we wish to 

bring to others' attention. This is easily done by annotating the picture by highlighting or drawing 

our attention to the significant features. 

A sketch gives a good idea of the simplifying and selective technique involved. With modern 

materials you do not even have to draw items at all, but place a piece of clear film over the 

photograph and delineate on the film the different areas of interest, and give them their names. It is 

then possible to “see” the areas of different land use and possible conflict in use by humans and/or 

the types and effects of physical processes. 

In the information given in the handout there is a list of the details of urban activities that might 

be used in coding land use with particular respect to retailing and services in England, which 

illustrates the large range of details that could be necessary for answering some questions in research. 

Such detail yet compression of the absolute amount of information available into a generalized 

form reflects on the interpretation of the observations. 

4.3.2    INTERPRETATION OF  DATA 

It is good practice to collect and record details in field work in various ways and forms. The 

type of details collected, whether qualitative (descriptive), or quantitative where the counting of 

items will become important, depend largely on the purpose of the field work exercise. 

All science requires some idea of what you are trying to find out or discover, whether to confirm 



 47 

or disprove ideas or theories, or to provide detailed data to improve analysis of a problem. This 

requires selectivity and specific identification of the type of data required. When recording your 

observations in the field you must interpret what you see in terms of the identities required. Mistakes 

at this stage will make your work subject to criticism in review later. 

 

 

4.3.3    RECORDING OF   DATA 

Tables, questionnaires and maps and notebooks for recording details of observations or queries 

are required for fieldwork. Most of the information will be recorded on the pre-arranged forms, but 

there will always be questions you cannot answer in the field. Thus queries should be noted in 

detail identifying exact locations (by way of map references, street names and numbers, etc.) of the 

difficulties in notebooks. Such difficulties can then be analyzed later after the field work exercise. 

Most queries are about interpretation as it is unlikely that you can foresee every type of information 

to be seen in the field work. 

 

4.3.4    ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION OF DATA 

Statistical analysis is most common these days, but geographers still work with a large amount 

of qualitative data through maps, photographs, sketches, notes, etc. Field work data must be 

reduced to readable standardized forms that can be reproduced in your written reports. This analysis 

should organize the data in ways that it can answer the questions you had before you set off to the 

field, and those that might have arisen in the field through your detailed observations. 

Thus the final presentation should state: 

 the objectives clearly; 

 the methods of collecting data required; 

 the type of data recorded; 

 any problems in collecting data; 

 any problems in recording and interpreting data; 

 types of analysis used; 

 any problems in analysis; 

 the answers to the objectives; and 
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 whether any further questions arise for future consideration. 

You will carry out some field work involving data collection. Your results should be 

incorporated in your overall field reports as appropriate. 

 

4.3.5 SURVEYS 

“Surveys” form a common method of field work for geographers, but the term is often misused 

to refer only to a particular type of survey. In depth studies might incorporate surveys of an 

historical nature through searches for documentary and other recorded evidence such as found in 

photographs and drawings or paintings of the past, which could help interpret past landscapes and 

patterns of change. 

Delving into larger and more detailed statistical archives that exist, such as census or similar 

data, is another method, which is likely to provide detailed information. This will be more 

comprehensive and sophisticated in approach the nearer it is to the present day, given the advances 

in statistical methodology and computer technology. 

A further method is to build upon all the existing knowledge by carrying out a survey of an 

area (and its population), resident and/or transient, for a very precise objective. This could be by 

enumeration (such as counting traffic movements), or by sampling a selection of “population”, 

and/or by questionnaire survey seeking knowledge and opinions from and about those surveyed. 

This present field trip will NOT incorporate these more sophisticated methods of survey 

through lack of time, but in writing up YOUR OBSERVATIONS you can make reference to other 

people's surveys where they help to support what you have observed. 

Very generalized land use groups are: 

 

  Land use Color 

 A: Agriculture Brown 

 S: Retail & local services Red 

 OS: Entertainment & recreation Yellow 

 C: Offices (commercial) Green 

 G: Institutions (admin. e.g. government) Grey 

 SS: Social services (e.g. education, health, police) Grey stripes 

 I: Storage & industry (manufacturing) Blue 

 RP: Permanent residential Purple 

 RT: Temporary residential Pink 



 49 

 V: Vacant premises White 

 P: Car park Black 

 Pm: Car park (multi-storey) Black stripes 

 T: Transportation Black spots 

 CS: Construction site White with “CIP” 

 

4.3.6    LANDSCAPES  AFTER  D.W.MEINIG 

• Landscape as NATURE: beware of romantic ideology 

• Landscape as HABITAT: clearly so but beware of thinking that man necessarily 

improves the world 

• Landscape as ARTIFACT: while the hand of man may seem to be apparent in 

everything, nature is not solely a resource for his use 

• Landscape as SYSTEM: beware of selectivity - in the closed system of this world all 

items have bearing upon each other, whether physical or 

behavioral 

• Landscape as PROBLEM: there is often a problem but it is rarely the landscape itself. 

• Landscape as WEALTH: from a commercial or money centered view that is true -the 

land offers man a great variety of opportunities for wealth, 

but what is the effect upon the land AND OURSELVES 

• Landscape as IDEOLOGY: desire for change in ourselves and our landscape 

necessitates belief and thereby ideology, but beware of 

impossible dreams and false hopes and beliefs 

• Landscape as HISTORY: a sense of detail and fact; a sense of accumulation and 

process -the past lives on 

• Landscape as PLACE: a sense of locality, of texture, of emotion, of "feel", of the 

specific not the general 

• Landscape as AESTHETIC: a sense of art; beauty, purity -our personal interpretations of 

like and dislike 
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4.3.7    LANDSCAPES -OBSERVATION AND EVALUATION 

Landscapes are: 

 Integrative: that is embracing all elements 

o Physical 

o Human 

o Material 

o Spiritual 

o Ideological 

 Specific: that is defined or fixed in time and space 

 Realistic: that is representing the ‘REAL’ world, which is defined in human terms 

POLITICALLY 

 

Modern landscapes are created by “planning” which is based upon information and reflected by 

land-use, zoned under planning. 

 

Ultimately what we see and what we measure and what we plan is dependent upon our assumptions 

about VALUES, which are created by our ATTITUDES which in turned are formed by our 

PERCEPTIONS. 

 

Can we create objective measurements from these perceptions? 

 

There are NONE which are fully acceptable. The explanation of landscape, which includes LAND 

USE, is dependent upon a whole range of social factors which shape our perceptions and color our 

attitudes. Some obvious factors are:- 

 class 

 occupational involvement 

 educational level & type, politics 

 cultural affinities 

 

Perceptions are also colored by how well we use our senses: through our eyes, ears and nose 
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obviously, but also in some instances through our ability to interpret through touch and taste (e.g.  

air, water, soil). 

 

Landscape embodies PAST & PRESENT & FUTURE and should be seen dynamically, not in a 

fixed or static way, as it involves movement. 

Many questions should be asked, such as 

 how did it occur? 

 what are people doing? 

 what will happen? 

 what should we do to change things? 

 

To help us answer these and other questions, we can say that landscapes have  

 LAYOUT which outlasts FORM which outlasts FUNCTION 

 LAYOUT embodies the historical structure of the landscape 

 FORM covers the, containers we erect within this structure upon the landscape 

 FUNCTION covers what happens inside the containers and upon the layout itself . 

 

To put it in a different way 

 LAYOUT gives us the organization and pattern of what we see 

 FORM gives us the texture and material nature of what we see  

 FUNCTION gives us the use and value of what there is in the landscape. 

 

When we are investigating any landscape our sense of values will embody sets of AESTHETIC 

values which will shape our APPRECIATION. This will inform our CRITICAL faculties and 

inevitably lead us to place what we see in terms of "good" and "bad",' through the use of all our 

senses (sight, sound, smell, touch and taste). Our APPRECIATION is often politically expressed in 

the use of terms such as:- 

 ‘improve’; 

 ‘make more productive’; 

 ‘put to its proper use’; 

 ‘renew’; 

 ‘create open space’; and  

 ‘restrict the use of’. 
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Some form of CATEGORISATION of appreciation is inevitably required because it is 

otherwise impossible to develop POLICIES for landscapes. We have to try to be flexible however in 

dealing with many views. Otherwise the policies could immobilize the State (i.e. the Government) in 

doing anything or become too rigid because of contention over different views such as expressed in 

NIMBY (not in my backyard). 

 

4.3.8    SAFETY 

It is important that you carry out your fieldwork in a safe manner. Please remember the safety 

briefing during your orientation lecture. You MUST READ section 6 of this booklet on fieldwork 

safety. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND FIELD SKETCHES IN COURSEWORK 
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5.    EXERCISE 

 

Day 1 (#1. Seoul National University) 

 

1. Briefly describe the importance of higher education to economic 

development in the East Asian context. 

2. As a leading university, how have been the University of Hong Kong 

(HKU) and Seoul National University (SNU) contributing to its own society 

and the world? 

3. What would you suggest to enhance the partnership between HKU and 

SNU for education, research, and services?  

Day 1 (#2. GangNam Development) 

 

1. Explain the importance of river for human settlement and urban 

development both from historical and geographical perspectives. 

2. Identify the similarities and differences of major rivers in China and Korea 

both from historical and geographical perspectives. 

3. Briefly explain how the South Korean government has managed the 

HanGang River for water supply, sewage treatment, transportation, logistics, 

and recreational activities. 

4. Describe how the GangNam area has been developed in Korea since the 

1970s.  

5. How has GangNam influenced Korean and their society? 

Day 2 (#3-4. Seoul Metropolitan Government/ History) 

 

1. Explain the traditional ways of urban development in the Joseon Dynasty. 

What are the influences from China? How similar and different are their 

historic urban development practices? 

2. Identify major policies of Seoul Metropolitan Government to reshape Seoul 

as a smart city.  

3. Briefly describe the influences of the colonial powers on Korea. 

4. Compare and contrast the urban planning practices between Hong Kong 

and Korea.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 

Q 

Q 
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Day 3 (#5. Gentrification in Seoul) 

 

1. Explain the spatial patterns of the neighbourhoods under gentrification in 

Seoul recently. Compare and contrast with the gentrification cases of Hong 

Kong. 

2.  Describe the positive and negative aspects of high-density and low-density 

cities. Which would be better for liveability and sustainability? 

3. Discuss how local governments can avoid or reduce the conflicts between 

the original residents and the new residents? 

Day 3 (#6. K-pop and new development strategies) 

 

1. Describe why/how the Korean pop culture (the K-wave) has gained 

popularity across the world.  

2. Discuss the strengths and the weaknesses of the K-wave at present. Also 

describe the opportunities and threats that the K-wave may confront in the 

future.  

3. Explain how Korea has been using the K-wave as a new strategy/industry to 

develop its economy and society after the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis.  

4. Discuss the different pathways that the entertainment industries in Hong 

Kong and Korea have moved on during the last decades. 

Day 4 (#7. DMZ) 

 

1. What are major influences of the Korea War on Hong Kong?  

2. Compare and contrast the pathways of development in South Korea and 

North Korea. 

3. What if the two Koreas become reunified in the future? What would be the 

major impacts on East Asia?  

4. Identify endangered species in East Asia. What would you suggest for their 

preservation? 

Days 4-5 (#8a, 8b. Agritourism) 

 

1. Describe why Agritourism has gained more attention across the world? 

2. Compare and contrast the agricultural practices in Hong Kong and Korea. 

3. Discuss the future of rural areas in East Asia in relation to suburbanization 

and public health challenges.  

 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 
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Day 6 (#9a, 9b. Andong Hahoe Village) 

 

1. Explain the spatial patterns of the neighbourhoods under gentrification in 

Seoul recently. Compare and contrast with the gentrification cases of Hong 

Kong. 

2.  Describe the positive and negative aspects of high-density and low-density 

cities. Which would be better for liveability and sustainability? 

3. Discuss how local governments can avoid or reduce the conflicts between 

the original residents and the new residents?  

Day 8 (#10. Kori nuclear power plant) 

 

1. Discuss the future of nuclear power and reusable energy in East Asia. 

2. Identify the sources of electricity used in Hong Kong. Discuss the future of 

the Hong Kong’s energy sector in relation to the Greater Bay Area 

development. 

3. Compare and contrast major nuclear radiation disasters in human history. 

What would be potential environmental and social disasters to Hong Kong? 

What would you suggest to the Hong Kong government for an enhanced 

disaster preparedness? 

Day 8 (#11. Haeundae Beach/ Busan Port Authority) 

 

1. Explain the economic value of the Haeundae Beach to Busan’s tourism 

industry. 

2. What would you suggest for future development of Haeundae Beach? 

3. Compare and contrast the roles of the ports in Hong Kong and in Korea. 

4. Discuss the importance of logistic industries in the era of globalization. 

5. What kinds of smart technologies are being used for smart logistics? 

Day 9 (#12. Busan Downtown) 

 

1. Compare and contrast the urban development patterns in Seoul and in 

Busan.  

2. Compare and contrast the roles and statuses of Hong Kong and Busan in the 

global economy.  

3. Examine the similarities and differences between gentrification in Busan’s 

old city center and that in Seoul.  

 

 

 

 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 
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Days 9-10 (#13a, 13b. Upo Wetland) 

 

1. Why are the natural wetlands important?  

2. Explain geologically how the Upo Wetland has been formed. 

3. Do you think the Upo Wetland attractive for tourism? Do you think it 

developed for more tourists or remained as it is? 

Day 10-11 (#14a, 14b. Haeinsa Temple Stay) 

 

1. Why is the Haeinsa Temple unique and important in Korea’s history? 

2. Why did the UNESCO decide to include the ‘Printing woodblocks of the 

Tripitaka Koreana and miscellaneous Buddhist scriptures’ in the Haeinsa 

Temple in the list of ‘Memory of the World’? 

3. Compare and contrast the construction style for temples in Korea and in 

China. 

4. Discuss the influences of the traditional culture on society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 

Q 
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6. GUIDELINES AND IMPORTANT NOTE ON FIELDWORK SAFETY AND 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 

Fieldwork safety is an extension of the normal everyday care that we 

exercise in going about our daily lives – attention to road safety, for example. 

However, a number of special situations may arise on fieldwork and the 

following sections outline some basic principles. 

 

6.2. GENERAL 

 Each student must behave responsibly during all aspects of fieldwork in order to reduce 

the risk of accidents. 

 Each individual is primarily responsible for his/her own safety. 

 Where provided safety equipment/clothing MUST be used. 

 All instructions related to safe practices from a field course leader must be observed. 

 Anyone acting contrary to safety requirements or instructions may be dismissed from the 

course. 

 Always work in pairs (never go off alone). 

 Stay with the party EXCEPT BY CLEAR AGREEMENT with the leaders. 

 Always wear seat belts in vehicles when they are provided. 

 Always wear life-vests on boats when they are provided. 

 Leave livestock, especially poultry, and farm machinery alone. 

 Report any injury or illness AND complete the questionnaire on relevant medical history 

before going on any field trip. 

 Accommodation: students should familiarize themselves with the fire precautions. 

 If you are using a public bus, never cross the road directly behind or in front of it. Wait for it 

to move off so you can see clearly in both directions. 

 Be a culturally sensitive traveler. Be aware of your ‘environment’ and pay attention to 

local customs including, for example, dress codes. Respect others. 

 

6.3. HEALTH 

 If going overseas make sure you have the appropriate inoculations. Consult your doctor. 

 If you need to take any medication make sure that you have the appropriate supplies a) for the 

duration of the overseas field-trip and b) for each day. You should bring sufficient supplies 

in case there is a delay in returning. 

 You MUST complete the confidential medical questionnaire to alert staff to any medical 

condition.  Staff MUST be told signs and symptoms of your condition and where you 

keep the medication.  A student peer should also be given this information. 

 Diabetics should ensure sufficient food is carried in case of delay. 

 Allergies: Insect bites and plant material contact may cause allergic reactions. IF you are 
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aware of any allergy, carry the necessary medication. You MUST, as noted above, make staff 

aware of this. 

 For suspected anaphylactic shock seek medical attention immediately. 

 Be cautious of the first signs of allergic reaction and do not ignore them. 

 In some environments e.g. tropics where there is a risk of insect bites transmitting infectious 

diseases it is appropriate to: 

a) apply insect repellent 

b) wear long sleeved shirts/trousers of a light color 

c) use mosquito coils/nets when sleeping. 

 Alcohol: May cause dehydration and in cold weather consumption can lead to hypothermia. 

It can also lead to inability to work due to a hangover! It can also lead to impaired 

judgement. 

 Heat exhaustion/dehydration: Be aware of the possibility of becoming dehydrated. This can 

lead to impaired judgement.  Maintain sufficient fluid intake. 

 When appropriate wear a sunhat and use sunscreen. Sunglasses and long sleeved shirts may 

also be appropriate. This relates in part to dehydration. 

 Fatigue can lead to lack of concentration and accidents. See the comments on alcohol and 

dehydration above. Lack of sleep can also lead to accidents – ensure that you get sufficient 

rest/sleep. 

 If you are feeling tired / fatigued tell someone. 

 Hypothermia: This can occur due to accidentally falling into cold water or from keeping still 

for too long in the cold. It may also occur while, for example, hill walking due to high heat 

loss from cold, wind and/or low heat production due to exhaustion, hunger. Make sure you 

know the signs of hypothermia. Appropriate clothing is a MUST. Having chocolate/glucose 

to provide instant energy in emergency is also useful. 

6.4. CLOTHING/EQUIPMENT 

 Wear and carry clothing and footwear appropriate to the fieldwork situation. 

 Waterproof outer garments e.g. jacket and over-trousers would be very useful. 

 Stout walking shoes (sandals are not appropriate in rural areas). 

 Sunhat, sunscreen, long sleeved shirt etc. See notes on Health. 

 A set of dry clothing to change into should you get wet (leave on the bus?) 

 

6.5. PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

 Pavements or footpaths should be used if provided 

 Be aware of traffic at all times, even in car and coach parks. 

 If you have to walk along a road always face oncoming traffic. 

 Never take photographs from the road. 

 Find somewhere safe to cross roads. To cross roads use pedestrian crossings, over-bridges 

wherever possible.  Obey lights at controlled crossings: Red means stop!! 

 Be aware that in some places (e.g. China & Germany), traffic direction is different to that in 

Hong Kong. 
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 At a junction, look out for traffic turning into the road. 

 Be particularly careful if crossing from between parked vehicles. 

 Pedestrian safety barriers: where there are barriers, cross the road only at the gaps provided 

for pedestrians. DO NOT climb over barriers or walk between them and the road. 

 DO NOT cross on blind bends and brows of hills. 

 Tramways may run through pedestrian areas. Cross at designated crossings if possible. 

Elsewhere look both ways long the track before crossing. DO NOT walk along the track. 

Trams move quietly and quickly and cannot steer to avoid you! 

 When walking along canal towpaths, be careful. For example, watch out for concealed 

mooring pins or ropes across the path beside moored boats. 

 

6.6.  HAZARDS 

a. Do not climb cliffs, rock faces, trees etc. 

b. Avoid edges of cliffs and other steep or sheer faces. 

c. Avoid loosening rocks on steep slopes. 

d. Running down steep slopes. 

e. Walking on slippery (wet) rocks.  Wet grass slopes can also be slippery. 

f. Exposure to the sun, especially heatstroke: if it is hot wear a hat and drink sufficient water 

and use sunscreen. 

g. Accommodation: students should familiarize themselves with the fire precautions. 

h. If staying in unfamiliar areas students should seek advice from staff as to places to avoid, 

especially in urban areas. 

i. Assaults. 

j. Vehicular accidents. 

 

6.7.  ACTIONS TO MINIMISE THESE HAZARDS 

a – e Field class participants will be warned of the dangers in the briefing and again on the day of 

visit. Particularly hazardous sites will be avoided. 

f Participants have been warned of dangers and weather forecasts will be consulted before 

activities. 

g Students have been reminded of the need to familiarize themselves with the fire 

precautions. 

h Students are briefed about areas to avoid and the precaution of not going out alone. 

i Students have been briefed of the precaution of not going out alone; the difference in 

culture, especially relating to alcohol and the need to avoid some areas. 

j The party will travel mainly by coach hired from a reputable company. 

 

6.8.  OTHERS 

 Lock flats. 

 If you are on G/F secure all windows before going out. 
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 Never walk back from the supermarket alone. It is also a good idea never to walk around on 

your own. 

 Cellphones: these are attractive to thieves. Be aware of your surroundings when using 

them. 

 At night stay on the main road (Oxford Road). 

 Follow the Country Code (Section 6.9). 

 Keep a photocopy of your travel documents e.g. passport and airline ticket separate 

from the originals. 

 General: be a culturally sensitive traveler. Be considerate of others. 

 

6.9.  COUNTRY CODE 

 Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work. 

 Guard against all risk of fire. 

 Take your litter home. 

 Fasten all gates. 

 Help to keep all water clean 

 Keep your dogs under control. 

 Protect wildlife, plants and trees. 

 Keep to public footpaths across farmland. 

 Take special care on country roads. 

 Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone. 

 Make no unnecessary noise. 

 Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE ON PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

In the Korea, there are no laws forbidding photography of private property from a public space. Please note, 

that whilst appearing as public space often places like shopping centers etc. are not. 

 
Whilst there is no law regarding photographing of young people in public spaces, DO NOT 

PHOTOGRAPH groups of young people on organized/group activities such as sports, hiking etc. To do 

so you need permission from parents or legal guardian or the organizers. 

 
It is also suggested that you do not take photographs around forbidden areas  in airports, bus/train station 

etc. and of police and members of the armed forces. 

 


